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Such was the experience of the
St Mary’s College Maryborough
students who achieved considerable
success at the recent annual
Science and Engineering Challenge
in Hervey Bay. Using great insight
and demonstrating creative and
technical problem solving skills,
the students produced innovative
solutions to complex challenges.
Their enjoyment and engagement in
the learning which occurred is quite
apparent.
Making learning visible continues to
be a focus of the Delivering Excellent
Learning and Teaching strategy and
was co-incidentally part of the raison
d’être of the recent Transforming
Service Learning Conference. This
ecumenical conference explored
ways in which students engaged
in service learning and how the
opportunities to talk about these
activities both enriched their capacity
for empathy and compassion and
brought confidence and clarity
to their learning. Such were the
observations of secondary APREs
Joe Alexander and Janelle Doohan
who discuss their experience of the
conference.
In so many ways service learning is,
in those familiar words of St Mary of
the Cross MacKillop, seeing a need
and doing something about it.
Archbishop Coleridge explored this
message in his opening comments to
our secondary student leaders at this
year’s Powerhouse of Leaders event.
In this Year of Mercy, the students
at that event, through liturgy, music

and activities came to a greater
understanding of the meaning of
mercy in their lives.
Early in May I joined more than 200
staff members from Brisbane Catholic
Education who participated in their
own act of mercy by taking part in
the Darkness to Daylight Challenge
to raise awareness of the issue of
domestic and family violence. The
challenge began with a candle light
vigil before the relay runners and
one lone athlete commenced their
110km challenge. Early on Thursday
morning the 10km runners and more
sedate 3km walkers took to the streets
(see photos on page 4). Thank you to
all who took part, particularly Mark
Roberton from St Teresa’s College
Noosaville who courageously took
on the entire 110km challenge and
was the highest fund raiser. The
Brisbane Catholic Education group
was the largest corporate group and
collectively, the highest fund raisers.
This was a wonderful effort.
This edition also features stories of
netball success, news about the
forthcoming Catholic Education
Week and a song penned to
celebrate it, and stories of the myriad
learning opportunities our students
have engaged in, and the teachers
who continue to inspire. A number
of these were recognised in the
third annual Excellence in Teaching
Awards presented towards the end
of term two.
As a new term begins I thank
each of you for the work you do in
contributing to the development of
the students in our schools.
Pam Betts
Executive Director
Catholic Education
Archdiocese of Brisbane

Catholic education celebrated
in new song
AN excited chamber choir from All
Saints Primary School, Albany Creek,
has joined voices with Australian
singer/songwriter Josh Arnold for
a new song celebrating Catholic
education in Queensland.
The catchy anthem, titled Catholic
Schools in Queensland, celebrates
the positive contribution Catholic
education has made to the lives of
thousands of Queenslanders.
“I’ve seen the benefits that learning
through faith has had on not only
myself, but on my three children
and others who have attended a
Catholic school,” Josh said.
“The meaning within the chorus is
about how Catholic schools prepare
students for life, through faith and
learning,” he said.
“They leave Catholic schools as
better people who can reach out to
the world in a positive way.”
The Golden Guitar award winner
said working with the chamber choir

Golden Guitar winner Josh Arnold sings his latest song, Catholic Schools in Queensland,
with the All Saints Primary School Chamber Choir

at All Saints School was an amazing
experience.
“Having worked so hard on writing
this song it was so pleasing for me,
and so powerful, to hear such great
voices singing it.
“As a songwriter there’s nothing
more special than hearing amazing
voices sing your song,” he said.
All Saints Principal Peter Pashen

said the whole experience was a
fantastic opportunity not only for the
choir, but for the whole school.
“Their voices will contribute to the
great spirit of Catholic Education
Week this year and to the great
work that Catholic schools do across
Queensland.
“It’s also a catchy tune and once
people hear it, they will find it hard
to get it out of their heads,” he said.

Helicopter visit a thrill
STUDENTS at St Thomas’ School,
Camp Hill, had an exciting visit from
the RACQ CareFlight helicopter

Once air space was cleared, the
helicopter arrived in nearby Perth
Street park as the whole school
watched on.

Students were then treated to a talk
and a look over the helicopter.
The special visit followed two days of
informative and thought-provoking
presentation of the RACQ Streets
Ahead Program where all students
participated in lessons around road
safety.
The students also listened to a
presentation in the Noble Tree Centre
hall from Finbar Mills, an RACQ
CareFlight ambassador whose life
was saved by the helicopter.
Some

St Thomas’s staff and students welcomed the RACQ CareFlight helicopter and crew to their school

important

conveyed

to

messages

the

whole

were
school

community through the program.
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Every step counts in the fight
against domestic violence

BCE school and office staff ran
walked or jogged their way from the
dark to the light to speak out against
domestic violence
The Darkness to Daylight Challenge
was a unique experience that
begins in darkness with a few brave
participants taking on a 110km
night run while others run a 10km
“together” challenge and a lot
more walk a 3km route as dawn
breaks over Brisbane City.
BCE Executive Director said it
was a fantastic effort by all the
participants.
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Ms Betts, who joined the early
morning walkers, said every year in
Australia about 110 women, children
and men died because of domestic
and family violence.
“This 110km symbolic run is 1km for
every life lost but also the ones left
behind,” she said
Ms Betts said the lead runner held
a candle symbolising the hope that
people living with domestic violence
felt when finding the courage to
speak up and get the support that
seemed so out of reach.
She thanked all the BCE participants

and those who had been so
generous in supporting "this very
worthy cause".
She
especially
thanked
Mark
Roberton,
Business
Manager
at St Teresa's Catholic College,
Noosaville, who took on the 110Km
night challenge - alone.
Mark started his run at 6.30pm the
previous evening following a candle
light vigil and address from domestic
violence advocate and former
Australian of the Year, Rosie Batty.
Mark, who has completed many
marathons and endurance events,

said when notice of the event arrived
in his “in box”, his initial motivation
was purely selfish - the opportunity
to run the elusive 100km, a goal of
most ultra-runners.

moved completely from a purely
personal challenge to really wanting
to make a positive difference to the
insidious action that is domestic
violence,” he said.

But his attitude soon changed.

Mark said he was nervous at first,
not knowing whether he could run
110km in 12 and a half hours.

“I have led a very fortunate life in
that I have never been touched by
domestic violence,” Mark said.
“However, like so many of us, I
despair every week when we hear of
another tragedy involving the death
of a human being at the hands of a
former loved one.
“My

personal

goals

have

now

However, he had built up a great
fitness base from previous events
and training and had great support
from his wife who was on hand all
night to manage his nutrition and
act as his driver, coach, mentor,
masseuse, timer, psychologist, and
cheer squad.

“But my greatest motivation is
that every kilometre (about every
six and a half minutes) represents
the passing of a life at the hands
of domestic violence and the
devastation forever of two families,”
he said.
The BCE team also had enough
runners for two relay teams who
aimed to complete a total of 220km,
however, they ended up making it
358km.
Ms Betts said she “truly hoped
the funds and awareness BCE
staff raised, would really make a
difference”.
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Student receives TJ Ryan Medal
ALYSSA Murray underwent many
sleepless nights to achieve the
perfect grades that led to an OP1
score and a place at university.
And those sleepless nights paid off
a lot more for the hard working,
former Siena Catholic College,
Sippy Downs, college captain
when she was named as one of 10
Queensland students to receive the
coveted TJ Ryan Memorial Medal
and Scholarship.
Alyssa was the only student from
a Catholic school to receive the
scholarship, valued at $10,000, at a
ceremony in Brisbane’s City Hall.
The TJ Ryan medal was introduced
to Queensland in 1927 and named
after the former Queensland Premier,
Thomas Joseph Ryan, who served
from 1915 to 1919.
The
scholarship
and
medal
recognise high-achieving students
and outstanding leadership both in
school and in the wider community.
As part of the scholarship students

Alyssa Murray receiving her TJ Ryan Medal and Scholarship at a ceremony in Brisbane’s
City Hall with State Member for Bulimba Di Farmer and Siena Principal Graeme Hight

receive $1000 in the first semester
and subsequent payments are made
during the course of their studies, not
exceeding five years.
At the official award ceremony,
Alyssa said she was excited to see
the effort she had put into Year 12
acknowledged.

“It’s so nice that the hard work in Year
12 paid off and it wasn’t for nothing,”
she said.
She said academic success in
secondary school involved sacrificing
social time, sleep and relaxation.
“You have to be really motivated for
what you want to do,” she said.

Surprise for Children’s Author
ST Peter Chanel School, The Gap,
sprung a delicious surprise on
Australian
Children’s
Laureate,
Leigh Hobbs, when he arrived to
take up his Author-in-Residence
post.
Waiting for him was a large
contingent of excited students
preparing to sing Happy Birthday
and present him with a birthday
cake in the shape of their favourite
Leigh Hobbs character, Mr Chicken,
perched on top of a London Bus.

cake, made by school tuck-shop
convener and parent, Kim Rabie,
was a master piece.
Principal Margo Carwardine said a
“little birdy” let slip that it was Leigh’s
birthday and they wanted to do
something special to welcome him
as Author-in-Residence.

Ms Carwardine said every year,
under the program, the school
invited a published author to spend
a week talking, writing and drawing
with the students.
She said it helped inspire the
students to use their God-given
creativity to write and illustrate their
own stories.

It was a fantastic surprise, Leigh
said.
“It was quite touching really,” he
said. “Very sweet.”
The award-winning author of Mr
Chicken goes to Paris, Horrible
Harriet and Old Tom said the
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Principal Margo Carwardine and Kim Rabie with the chocolate and caramel mud cake made to celebrate
Children’s Laureate and Author-in-Residence Leigh Hobbs’ birthday

Service learning follows Jesus
SCHOOLS that offer programs to visit
the elderly or feed the hungry could
help young adults become more
compassionate as well as improve
academically.
That was the advice Queenslandborn Christian Brother Damien
Price gave to participants at the
Transforming Service Conference in
Brisbane.
Br Price, a guest speaker at the
ecumenical education conference,
said educational programs calling
students “to the edge” taught
empathy and compassion
The method, which Br Price referred
to as service learning, was also a
command from Pope Francis.
“It’s basically where young people
learn through doing and through
relationships with people and groups
on the edge, whether the elderly,
the homeless, or refugees, or the
environment,” he said.
“Pope Francis has called us to the
edge; that’s where Jesus spent all his
time.”
Representatives

from

Brisbane

Aquinas College, Ashmore, APRE Joe Alexander and Mt Maria College, Petrie, APRE
Janelle Doohan at the Transforming Service Conference in Brisbane.

Catholic Education schools attended
the conference alongside attendees
from Anglican, Uniting and Lutheran
schools.
Mt Maria College, Petrie, APRE Janelle
Doohan said students had adopted
service learning in their agricultural
studies department’s animal care
program.
Mrs Doohan said the students shared
their love for animals with the local
nursing home as a regular surprise for
the residents.

She said common love of animals
helped students build a connection
and willingness with a group they
might not have visited on their own
accord.
“I think that feeling that you’ve
got something you can share,
whether young or old, in common
with someone has built a sense of
confidence in the younger students
and a willingness to go somewhere
they normally wouldn’t want to go,”
she said.

BCEO Work and Welcome
BCEO has embraced its latest Work
and Welcome candidate.
Mustafa Haidari, originally from
Afghanistan, was the seventh
participant to take part in the
program within BCEO.
He came to Australia as a 16-yearold asylum seeker where the school
community at St James College
took him under their wing helping
him finish high school through a
scholarship fund.
More recently Mustafa graduated
from a Multicultural Development
Association (MDA)’s “Ready for
Work” program as part of the Skilling
Queenslanders for Work initiative.
Working at BCEO was his first paid
employment opportunity thanks to
the generosity of staff donations.

Like previous participants, Mustafa
worked for an 11-week period within
various departments at BCEO’s
Dutton Park office as part of the
program.
BCEO Work and Welcome program
coordinator Enrique Ramirez, who
helped Mustafa settle into his role
with BCEO, said finding a job was
vital for refugees and migrants
as they established a new life in
Australia.
“Many
have
limited
English and lack work
experience,” he said.

Enrique said the Work and Welcome
program was fantastic not only for
the candidates but also for everyone
at BCE.
“This program is not only about
creating conditions for equal
opportunities for everyone, it is
about being given a “fair go”,
where anybody can be treated with
equal respect and dignity, following
the values of Catholic education,”
he said.

Work and Welcome participant
Mustafa Haidari learnt some new
skills while at BCEO

“This program helps in
overcoming these barriers
and was a valuable step
towards
re-establishing
a sense of hope, dignity
and belonging.”
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IN TEACHING AWARDS 2016
Now in its third year, the awards
continue to recognise teacher’s
achievements,
with
a
record
number nominated in 2016.

OUTSTANDING
educators
have
been acknowledged for their
innovation and leadership at the
annual Brisbane Catholic Education
Excellence in Teaching Awards.
With over 35 finalists representing 14
schools, family, friends, sponsors and
special guests gathered at Victoria
Park Golf Club to witness Monsignor
Peter Meneely and BCE Executive
Director Pam Betts present each
award and congratulate the
winners.

Excellence as an Early
Career Teacher Award
winner Alicki Bellas, from
Trinity College, Beenleigh

It was an incredible
honour when I was first
informed that I was
nominated for the award.
Being nominated itself
was enough for me to
feel appreciated and
to know that my efforts
were
being
noticed

8

Monsignor Peter Meneely presented
James Garrahy from St Teresa’s
Catholic College, Noosaville, the
Excellence in Teaching Religious
Education Award and Alicki Bellas
from Trinity College, Beenleigh
the Excellence as an Early Career
Teacher Award.
Andrea Hickey from St Columban’s
College, Caboolture claimed the
Excellence in Teaching Award and
Nick Hurley from Christ the King
Primary School, Deception Bay,
the Excellence in Leadership for
Learning and Teaching Award.
The much coveted Team Excellence
in Learning and Teaching Award
was bestowed on the Parent
Partnership Team from Chisholm
Catholic College, Cornubia and
the Outstanding Contribution to

within the College. I never
anticipated to be the
winner of this award, let
alone be nominated! I
am in my second year of
teaching and I know I still
have a long way to go
to become the teacher
I want to be. I am very
fortunate that I work in a
College which supports
their beginning teachers –
my success is a testament
of the dedication to
mentoring and guidance
which is provided by my
colleagues. I am glad I was
able to share the evening
with those who also have
mentored
me,
whom
without, I would not have
been able to achieve this
award without their efforts
and motivation.

Learning and Teaching Award was
given to Loretta Swann from Xavier
Catholic College, Hervey Bay and
accepted by the principal, Kerry
Sidaway.
Monsignor
Peter
Meneely
congratulated all nominees, saying
that their crucial work in promoting
a Catholic education in varied and
unique ways deserved everyone’s
praise and thanks.
Addressing all finalists, he said, “Your
work has set you apart from others
in the field.
“You should feel justifiably proud
because every day in your
classrooms you skilfully open eyes to
the world, engender curiosity and
ultimately shape lives for the future”.
Miss Betts said the awards recognised
how the nominees worked to nurture
the growth of students in Catholic
schools, either in teaching, leading,
mentoring, and in many other ways
unseen.
the dedicated efforts of
our staff and other school
communities throughout
the evening.

Excellence in
Leadership for Learning
and Teaching Award
winner Nick Hurley, from
Christ the King Primary
School, Deception Bay

I was very humbled to
accept the award on
behalf of my school
community
and
thoroughly enjoyed the
opportunity to celebrate

I feel extremely fortunate
to be part of Christ the
King, Deception Bay and
wish
to
acknowledge
the fantastic work the
leadership team, literacy
team,
teachers
and
support staff do every day.
A big thank you to all at
CtK and BCE for providing
opportunities for our kids
to be brave, empowered
and spirited learners.

Excellence in Teaching
Religious Education
Award winner
James Garrahy, from
St Teresa’s Catholic
College, Noosaville

I
felt
so
honoured
and humbled to be
nominated.
To
have
won the award was a
wonderful surprise. I have
always loved teaching
RE and love having a
chance to participate in
this awesome vocation
with young people every
day.
St Teresa’s is a great
place to work and is most
definitely like a close
family that supports you
in the difficulties and
rejoices with you in the
victories. I have enjoyed
celebrating this award
with my colleagues and
feel very grateful for my
wonderful College and
their support. Personally, I
don’t think I could have a
better place to work.
I was really touched by
the nomination and to
have won is a fantastic
honour that I will treasure
for many years to come.

Excellence in Teaching
(more than 4 years
teaching) Award winner
Andrea Hickey, from
St Columban’s College,
Caboolture

Being a part of the BCE
Excellence in Teaching
Awards for 2016 was a
wonderful
experience.
Similar to many teachers,
I aim to provide the
best
possible
learning
experiences
for
my
students with the hope
that they will reach for and
achieve their potential. To
be recognised for what I
do within my school was
a great reward, to be
named as a finalist was
amazing.

Outstanding
Contribution to
Learning and Teaching
Award winner Loretta
Swann, from Xavier
Catholic College, Hervey
Bay

Team Excellence
in Learning and
Teaching Award,

Parent Partnership Team
from Chisholm Catholic
College, Cornubia

Our

Principal,

Martina

Millard and the College
Leadership

Team,

been

magnificently

have

insightful and supportive in
promoting and supporting

It is a great thrill to be
recognised for doing work
on behalf of students and
parents that we believe
in and are committed to;
always, this recognition is
also for our colleagues with
whom we collaborate.

our

work

in

parent

At Chisholm, we strive to
use IT to not only inform
but also to engage with
parents.

and

I was very humbled to
have been nominated for
this award; the nomination
meant that I had been
recognised by my peers
for the contribution I had
made to learning and
teaching. I felt honoured,
blessed and truly elated
to have actually won
the award. Languages
have always been my
passion and I wanted to
share this passion with
others. In addition, I have
been blessed to work
with
passionate
staff

members who go above
and beyond what they
are asked to do in order
to
provide
excellent
learning
opportunities
and
experiences
for
our students.
I pay
special homage to our
Administration team and
particularly our school
principal, Kerry Swann,
who attended the awards
on my behalf and who
constantly
provides
support, encouragement
and is an inspirational role
model for us all.

partnerships, which build
on
work

teachers’
in

ongoing

communication

face-to-face in studentled

conferences

twice

each year, in meetings
at school, in phone calls
to

emails
maximise

success,

designed
student

personal

best

achievement and growth.
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Students “Embrace Humanity”
REFUGEES, homelessness and caring
for society’s underprivileged and
voiceless were on the agenda at
this year’s High School Social Justice
Day.
More than 180 Years 10, 11 and 12
students from 18 Catholic schools
across
southeast
Queensland
gathered at Clairvaux MacKillop
College, Upper Mt Gravatt, to
explore the theme “Embrace
Humanity”.
The day was an opportunity for
students either currently engaged,
or looking to become engaged in
social justice initiatives, to gather,
share ideas and learn more about
the work of local agencies, including
St Vincent de Paul Society.
Participants heard from a number of
special guest speakers and took part
in a series of practical activities that
showcased the realities of people
who are disadvantaged in society
and ways students can respond or
take action.

Former refugee Michael Kayonde (centre) talked with students about life as a refugee seeking a
safe place to live for his family after they fled the Democratic Republic of Congo

Participants also had access to
a number of stalls run by Caritas
Australia, Catholic Mission, Edmund
Rice Camps, Vocations Brisbane
and The Trading Circle.
St Vincent de Paul engagement
officer Courtney Rohan said the
social Justice Day was a great
opportunity for schools to come
together and talk about what they
were doing well within their own
social justice groups.
“It’s fantastic to see the passion

that young people have for social
justice,” she said.
Our Lady’s College, Annerley, Year
12 student Anh Nguyen said the day
was an eye-opening experience for
her.
“We were able to experience and
hear the inspirational stories that
many people have been through.
“I will never forget what I have learnt
today,” she said.

Forging friendships on tour
ST Anthony's School, Alexandra
Hills, Principal Martyn Savage
has
expanded
his
Japanese
educational knowledge thanks to a
fellowship tour of the country.
Martyn was chosen to participate
in The Japan Foundation School
Leader Fellowship Tour along with
19 other principals and education
leaders from around Australia.

Tour participants had the opportunity
to visit both primary and secondary
schools in Japan, as well as The
Australian Embassy in Tokyo, the
Australian
and
New
Zealand
Chamber of Commerce in Japan
and the offices and education
facilities of The Japan Foundation (a
Japanese government organisation
that promotes Japanese language
and cultural understanding around
the world).
These visits aided
participants
to
better
understand
the relationship
b e t w e e n
Australia
and
Japan
and
to
broaden
perspectives on
education.

Martyn Savage visited the Australian embassy in
Tokyo while on a School Leader Fellowship Tour
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Martyn said he
joined a group

of 20 principals and educational
leaders from around Australia
representing schools from various
sectors on the tour.
He said by providing a collective
opportunity for leaders to experience
Japan, the foundation hoped to
contribute to a nationwide network
among school leaders.
Martyn thanked Japanese teacher
Kathryn Tominaga for nominating
him for “this terrific opportunity”.
Since returning from the Japan,
Martyn has shared his experience
with staff and students at St
Anthony’s School.
He also had the opportunity to return
some of the hospitality shown to him
in Japan as St Anthony’s welcomed
Japanese university and primary
school visiting groups to the school.

Students shine at STEM Challenge

St Mary’s topped the Hervey Bay PCYC annual Science and Engineering Challenge

THE best and brightest minds from
St Mary’s College, Maryborough,
came up trumps at this year’s Hervey
Bay PCYC annual Science and
Engineering Challenge.
The Year 9 and 10 students, with basic
engineering instruction from teachers
Anne Elmer and Sue McMillan, used
their exceptional problem solving
and creative skills to design structures,
solve problems and create visions in
response to various engineering and
mathematics problems.
Judges,
guests
and
teachers
marvelled at the innovated designs,

functional solutions to challenges
that evolved, as well as creative
ideas and conversations that were
generated between students.
As a results of their endeavours, the St
Mary’s students placed consistently
in the top three schools of each
challenge, taking top spot in two of
the categories.

you pull a string the hand closed,
said it was a fantastic opportunity to
showcase new ideas.
“I worked with a partner and we
were tested on if the hand we built
could pick up items such as a hacky
sack and a Styrofoam ball,” he said.
Molly Clarke, also a Year 9 student,
said she loved the whole experience.

This resulted in the college taking out
the prize of the winning Science and
Engineering School for the district.

“It was fun to see how we could push
ourselves and what we could create
while having fun with friends.

Year 9 student Dhriti Naidu, who
created a straw hand that when

“It was an added bonus that we
won,” she said.

Darth Vader a force at St James
DARTH Vader used the “force” for
good when he visited St James
School, Coorparoo, helping them
raise more than $1300 for Project
Compassion.

Follow his rejection of the “dark
side”, the former commander of the
Death Star had some wise words for
the school community.
Darth (better known as Principal

John Bates) told the excited students
their generous contribution was
going to help support people rise
out of poverty through Caritas-run
education and training programs
so they could generate income for
themselves.
He said this year a significant
amount of financial support would
be directed to struggling villages in

Fiji following a devastating cyclone.
John said it was fantastic to see the
faces on the students when they first
set eyes on him.
APRE Sonny Smith said it was a
fantastic way to raise awareness
of Project Compassion among the
students.
The Star Wars fanatic said after some
Year 5 and 6 students saw a Star
Wars display he had on his office
door they came up with the idea.
“Our Year 6 Ministry leaders really
drove this,” he said.

Darth Vader with St James’ APRE Sonny Smith and the school’s Ministry leaders

“They held icy cups stalls, jelly bean
competitions, an Easter egg raffle
and many other fundraisers to
really get behind promoting Project
Compassion not only in the school
but also in the wider community.

JULY 2016

11

inspires new
vision for student leaders
St Peter Claver students with Fr Rob

an opportunity to come together
in one place and be inspired by
contemporary leaders so they too
can go out into the world and make
a difference.

Representatives from Brisbane Vocations
were on hand to talk to senior students at the
Powerhouse of Leaders

LAUGHTER, joy and a few tears filled
the Brisbane Powerhouse in New
Farm when more than 400 student
leaders came together for an
inspirational day of spiritual formation
and leadership.
The student leaders from BCE and
Religious Institute schools across
Brisbane Archdiocese gathered to
hear an impressive line-up of inspiring
guest speakers encourage them to
go out and have a Heart for Mercy,
the theme for this year’s gathering.
Now in its seventh year, Powerhouse
of Leaders offers student leaders

Guest speakers included musician
and composer and ACU lecturer Dr
Maeve Heaney; Robyn Moore, the
voice of children's fictional character
Blinky Bill and many other inspirational
characters, and former X Factor
contestant and singing priest Fr Rob
Galea.
Although he could not be with the
students on the day, Archbishop
Mark Coleridge, a keen supporter of
the Powerhouse of Leaders, did have
a video message for those gathered.
Donning a pair of cool, white
“sunnies”, he implored the senior
leaders to – in the words of St Mary
MacKillop – “never see a need
without doing something about it”.
In the video, shot in the Pugin Chapel
beside St Stephen’s Cathedral, the

Assisi Catholic College, Upper Coomera, students enjoy lunch
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archbishop also introduced the
senior student leaders to the Catholic
Collective, a new group connecting
high schoolers and young adults with
Catholic Youth initiatives across the
Brisbane Archdiocese.
These inspiring leaders then facilitated
the student activities during the day.
St Peter Claver College Captain
Imtithal Hassaballa, who appeared
on stage with Dr Heaney, said the
whole day was a great experience.
“It was so much fun and I had
so much positive feedback from
everybody.
“I think it was really helpful for
everyone here to have someone
their own age talking about Mercy,
someone they can relate to.”
She said she left the gathering feeling
inspired to take action in her life and
make it the life she wanted it to be.
“They (guest speakers) gave me
hope,” she said.

Students from St Mary's College, Maryborough, enjoyed their day trip to Brisbane

Music brought together students from St Thomas More College, Sunnybank,
and St Francis College, Crestmead

Powerhouse of Leaders MC Josh
Francillon said it was an incredible
experience and one he would never
forget.
The St Francis College, Crestmead,
student said he had truly learnt the
meaning of Mercy.
“I really enjoyed myself, listening to
the speakers, taking in a lot of what
they were talking about.
“Learning to persevere, to life-long
learning, to learning to stand on
my own two feet, having a voice,
finding your bliss, all great leadership
qualities.
“I wouldn’t replace it for the world,”
he said.
BCE Deputy Executive Director Dr
Doug Ashleigh, who welcomed
participants to the Powerhouse of

Senior students wrote down how they led with mercy

Leaders, said he felt energised by
what he witnessed during the daylong event.
“As this was my first Powerhouse
experience I was a little unsure what
to expect,” he said.
He spoke to his nephew, who had
attended a previous Powerhouse
gathering as a student leader from
Villanova College, Coorparoo, who
gave it an A+ tick.

Mercy was at the heart of this year's
Powerhouse of Leaders

Dr Ashleigh said his expectations
were truly surpassed.
“What a great day.
“The music, performances and
presentations were of the highest
calibre and the organisation and
flow of the day were outstanding,”
he said.

Unity College students travelled from Caloundra
to be part of the Powerhouse of Leaders

Xavier Catholic College, Hervey Bay students heard some
inspiring speakers at the Powerhouse of Leaders

Students from St Michael's College, Merrimac, check out some of the free gifts
on offer at the Powerhouse of Leaders

Carmel College, Thornlands, students meet a high
flyer at the annual Powerhouse of leaders
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Schools remember Anzacs
MARYMOUNT
College,
Burleigh
Waters, held their first Anzac Eve
Camp Out, the night before the
100th anniversary of the first Anzac
Day service.
Organised by Jason Hamilton and
supervised by Matt Hurley, Lauren
Mitchell and Campus sMinister Edwin
Pereira, the camp out provided a
time for reflection for the 18 students
who volunteered to carry on the
Anzac spirit.
Year 12 student Abigail Joseph said
the Anzac Day Camp Out was an
incredible opportunity for students
across all year levels to come
together and commemorate the
lives of Australians who had served
Australia.
“The night certainly deepened our
appreciation of all those who have
served Australia,” she said.
Following Mass and a hearty dinner,
guest speaker, army veteran, Robert
Beard enlightened the campers with
his stories of courage and mateship
during his years serving Australia in
the armed forces.

Year 1 students add their Anzac Day messages to their poppy mural

At 3am, the campers awoke to
the sound of Reveille to attend the
Dawn Service at the Burleigh Heads
Cenotaph.

APRE Diane Anderson said the school
enjoyed a long and proud association
with the local RSL (Returned Services
League).

Year 12 student Isabella Hamilton
said she really enjoyed the chance to
honour Australians who had served
or were currently serving in war.

She said they always joined with
the community from both the RSL
retirement home next door, and the
club for events, particularly Anzac
Day and Remembrance Day.

“I think this was a great way to
remember the fallen,” she said.

Robert also brought in his service
medals and slouch hat and explained
their meaning and significance.

Meanwhile at St Augustine’s School,
Currumbin Waters, a giant red poppy
appeared on the outside fence in
time for Anzac Day commemorations.

At 11pm, to the sound of the Last
Post, played by Caitlin Avery, it was
lights out.

In the week leading up to the special
day every student and staff member
contributed to the mural.

“This year the children have been
‘growing’ a large poppy on the
fence facing Galleon Way,” she said.
“With over 500 red poppies, each
attached to a red card the finished
mural is a talking point for not only
the school community but all those
who travel along the street.
“Each card contains a name of a
relative from the defence forces or
a personal message to our Defence
Force Personnel. Many simply read
‘thank you for our freedom’.”
Diane said the school held a moving
service with Lieutenant-Commander
Gary Fisher presenting the address to
the gathering.

Marymount students pitch their tents for their inaugural Anzac Eve Camp Out

14

She said the Year 4 colour party
were exemplary in remaining to
attention throughout the service
which finished with the Year 5 choir’s
stunning rendition of Ian Jefferson’s
song, Always Remember.

Netball comp brings out the best
Following
a
very
early morning start,
the STM (St Thomas
More) Flames, and
their
supporters
travelled from Noosa
to
Coorparoo
in
Brisbane in time for
their first game in the
annual
competition,
organised
by
the
Queensland Catholic
Netball
Association
(QCNA).
The STM Flames, who
play in the local
Saturday competition
at the Noosa District
Netball Club, went
undefeated in their quest to claim
top spot.

STM Flames (standing from left) Eden Paterson, Chloe Pitts, Tayte Ellis,
Isabelle Hammond, Grace Kennedy, (sitting) Anna Veivers, Stella Dye
and Sienna Adams enjoyed being part of the Queensland Catholic Cup

A NETBALL team from St Thomas More
Primary

School,

Sunshine

Beach,

claimed top spot in their division at
the annual Queensland Catholic
Cup on their first try.

The team trains every week with their
coach Natalie, and also attend a

general school training session once
a week, helping the younger players
to improve their netball skills.
STM Netball coordinator Libby Ford
said it was the first time the school
had entered a team into the QC
Cup.
“In the past it had clashed with the
District Cross Country Contest,” she
said.
However, she said it was such a
positive experience for the girls, they
would certainly enter again.
“The girls were proud of their
performance, and were thrilled to
present the trophy to the school
at assembly upon their return to St
Thomas More.
“They
completely
enjoyed
participating in this well-organised,
exciting competition,” she said.

Catholic schools stand in solidarity
ST Brendan’s School, Moorooka,
learnt the true meaning of solidarity
when St Mary MacKillop School,
Birkdale, presented them with a
cheque for $1500 for their sports
program.
Year 6 students at St Mary MacKillop
had finished an integrated unit of
work which had touched on the
Catholic Social Teaching principle
of Solidarity and wanted to put what
they had learnt into practice.
Based on their classroom studies
the students came up with the idea
that they should look to create
partnerships with other school
communities that would benefit from
some practical support.
That was when they heard about the
needs of the St Brendan’s sporting
program.
St Mary MacKillop APRE David White
said once the students were made
aware of the specific needs of the

St Brendan’s community
they were keen to help.
“When the students were
made aware St Brendan’s
needed some assistance
for resources to further
develop the sporting
program they knew they
had to help.”
“We are very proud of the
success of our students,”
he said.

St Mary MacKillop Principal John Spillane, (behind) and APRE David
White (far right) present a cheque for $1500 to St Brendan’s students
Lawra Angta and Tim Oukelo and Acting Principal Craig Acret

Come to join the TUH Touch Footy Day.
Who:

Mixed teams of staff and families, 6 per side,
maximum 3 males on the field, up to 12 players can register.

Where:

Hickey Park, Barbara Street, Stafford.

When:

Sunday 7 August 2016, 9.30am

Cost:

$100 per team (includes insurance).

Registration closes 29 July 2016.
Sausage sizzle, coffee and other drinks are available for purchase.
To register, contact Kate on (07) 3259 5837 or email events@tuh.com.au.
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Is Facebook right for your school?
Facebook can be an effective, lowcost way to promote your school
to prospective families and keep
current families informed. With the
rise of other social media platforms,
Facebook remains the channel
of choice for many businesses,
including schools.

5.

Comments
on
Facebook
cannot be ‘turned off. Are you
comfortable with that? While
only an Administrator can
initiate a post, people can make
comments on your posts.

6.

Do you and your staff have a
solid understanding of student
media permissions? Obviously
critical when posting photos
and/or videos of children, all
staff who provide or upload
images must be aware of who
they are photographing.

Before signing up your school, there
are a few things to consider:
1.

Is your community asking for, or
even using Facebook? Perhaps
your parent portal and BCE
Connect App will do the job.

2.

How does Facebook dovetail
with
your
communications
strategy? Hint: it should, as a
supplemental tool to your school
website!

A Facebook case study

3.

Are you ready to accept that
it’s a two-way conversation?
By definition, it’s a social
platform; if you simply push out
messages, Facebook users will
tire very quickly. There is nothing
worse than a disengaged,
tumbleweed of a page.

Opening in 2017, St Clare’s Primary
School in Yarrabilba launched
their Facebook page in February
2016. Founding principal Chris
Thomas has quickly developed an
engaging presence by branding
the page appropriately, refreshing
content
regularly,
adopting
the correct ‘language’ for this
channel (professional and relaxed),
and
responding
quickly
and
appropriately to posts’ comments
and questions.

4.

Who will setup, update posts
and monitor comments? Setup
is fairly intuitive, however, do
not under estimate the resource
required, ongoing. It may be a $
free resource but it’s not a free
resource!

Chris has taken things a step further
and
cleverly
used
Facebook
advertising to reach prospective
parents in what is a very new
location. Also known as boosting a
post, this is a simple and very cost
effective exercise. With your credit

card in hand, Facebook steps
you through setting up an advert
where you can choose your target
audience by location, interests and
age, and determine a budget and
duration.

Think of your cover image as a
billboard or advertisement

Admins can boost a post to increase
reach; boosted posts will then
appear in news feeds as ‘Sponsored’

Would you like to learn more, or need help to set up your Facebook page? Contact Catherine Shipton,
Senior Communications and Marketing Officer on 3033 7507 or cshipton@bne.catholic.edu.au

WANTED - Feedback and story ideas for Education Alive
BCE’s Communications and Marketing
team is available to assist at all times –
don’t be afraid to use its professional
expertise and advice.
We would love to hear from
you at the email address below.
Your view is valid and valuable and
we encourage you to share it with us!
Karl Brien - Editor

kbrien@bne.catholic.edu.au
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